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1.  Main Stories 

 

 World Health Assembly backs social determinants action… 

An important resolution has been adopted at the sixty-second WHO World Health 

Assembly, relating to action on the social determinants of health. The resolution 

urges WHO member states to show political commitment, "as a national concern", 

towards the main principles as set out in the WHO report on the social determinants 

of health; to encourage dialogue among different sectors of government with a view 

to "integrating a consideration of health into relevant public policies and enhancing 

intersectoral action"; and to "consider developing and strengthening universal 

comprehensive social protection policies" to ensure that everyone has access to 

goods and services essential to health and well-being. 

The resolution adds weight to calls to address the wider determinants of health and 

to take action on the recommendations set out in former international health 

promotion conferences such as the Ottawa Charter on Health Promotion and the 

Bangkok Charter for Health Promotion in a Globalized World. 

The full text of the resolution on reducing health inequities through action on the 

social determinants of health can be downloaded at  

http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A62/A62_R14-en.pdf 

 … and renews commitments to primary care priorities 

Also adopted at the sixty-second WHO World Health Assembly was a resolution on 

the renewed commitment to primary health care, with a particular emphasis on the 

need to ensure that health systems are adequately financed, to ensure 

comprehensive health services are available to everyone in the context of the current 

international financial crisis.  

WHO member states are urged to develop "national equitable, efficient and 

sustainable financing mechanisms" which allow for universal access to primary 

health care; to "to promote active participation by all people" through the empowering 

of communities, especially women, in the processes of developing and implementing 

policies; to develop and strengthen health information and surveillance systems in 

http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A62/A62_R14-en.pdf
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order to "facilitate evidence-based policies and programmes and their evaluation" 

and to ensure an appropriate mix of skills among primary health care staff, to ensure 

an effective response to people health care needs. 

The resolution on primary health care can be downloaded at 

http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A62/A62_R12-en.pdf 

 

 Determine partners step up their work 

An EU project aiming to stimulate action in Europe on tackling social factors 

influencing health has published a selection of views from policy makers about how 

those aims can be met, and why these aims are not already being put into practice. 

Called "Voices from the Field", the views are the result of a year long study carried 

out by partners in the DETERMINE project consortium in 21 European states. The 

work was coordinated by Equity Channel collaboration partners EuroHealthNet and 

IUHPE, and can be easily accessed online via the project site www.health-

inequalities.eu 

The Determine project consortium has just completed its annual meeting, held in 

Prague at the invitation of the EU contract holders, the National Institute for Public 

Health, and the Czech Presidency of the EU. An important debate on human rights 

and health was prompted by a presentation from the National Institute. Partners 

agreed schedules for the next phases of work, including: 

•    A study of how economic analyses are currently used for work on public health 

linked to other sectors 

•    Reports on several innovative initiatives in Denmark, Hungary, Slovenia and 

Belgium 

•    Plans in almost all member states to develop local abilities to address health 

determinants 

•    Preparations for a high level conference during the EU Presidency of Spain in 

spring 2010 

At the meeting, Dr Kate Pickett, co-author with Professor Richard Wilkinson of the 

influential book The Spirit Level, spoke of their work and the evidence that social and 

economic equality is fundamental for successful states across the world. A campaign 

website, The Equality Trust, has been set up to develop this work. 

www.health-inequalities.eu 

http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/A62/A62_R12-en.pdf
http://www.health-inequalities.eu/
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 Meeting the challenge of sustainable health care financing 

A new report has been drawn up by the European Observatory on Health Systems 

and Policies which looks at how to secure the financial sustainability of national 

health systems while at the same time ensuring universal coverage, solidarity in 

financing, equity of access and the provision of high-quality healthcare. 

The report has a number of recommendations about possible approaches towards 

the economic and fiscal sustainability of health care financing, including a focus on 

equity of access and value for money, limiting the reliance on private finance for 

funding and ensuring that health resources match health needs. 

http://www.euro.who.int/document/E92469.pdf 

 
 

2. News from the European Institutions 

 

 EU survey shows strong support for smoke-free public places 

The latest Eurobarometer survey from the European Commission‟s Health & 

Consumers directorate-general has shown that there is an overwhelming majority of 

EU citizens support smoke-free public places, such as offices (84%), restaurants 

(79%), bars, pubs and clubs (65%). 

The survey, which was carried out as part of the overall development by the EU of a 

comprehensive tobacco control policy, also found that more than a third of smokers 

in the EU expose others to environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) at home, while a fifth 

of respondents working outside the home have to do so in places where they are 

exposed to tobacco smoke on a daily basis – over half of them for at least one hour a 

day. 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Document

s/eb_253_en.pdf 

 World No Tobacco Day: EU launches new anti-smoking TV 

campaign 

To mark the World No Tobacco Day (31 May), the European Commission launched 

the second phase of its „HELP for a life without tobacco‟ campaign, with three new 

TV spots on over 100 TV channels across Europe for one month and repeated during 

the month of September. The aim of the TV campaign is to promote three key 

messages: don‟t start smoking, how to quit smoking and dangers of second hand 

smoke. 

EU Health Commissioner Androulla Vassiliou said: "Today, a third of all Europeans 

are smokers and although we have seen a decrease in recent years, we must 

http://www.euro.who.int/document/E92469.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/eb_253_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/eb_253_en.pdf
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continue to prevent young people from taking up this deadly habit. I hope our efforts 

to de-glamorise tobacco through pictorial warnings and engaging young people 

through the HELP campaign will lead to a new generation that says no to tobacco. “ 

http://www.help-eu.com/ 

 

 European Commission promotes cycling as healthy way to 

travel 

The European Commission is promoting cycling as a healthy and safe way to travel 

in cities at the 15th Velo-City conference, organised by the Brussels Region. Vice-

President Kallas, Commissioner for administrative affairs  helped to sign the Brussels 

Charter by various European cities committing themselves to promote the use of 

bicycles. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/746&for

mat=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 

 

 Snapping for a safer workplace 

The European Agency for Health and Safety at work has organized a photo 

competition to promote awareness on occupational safety and health. 

The competition invites people to “capture their own image of safety and health at 

work”, and entries will be viewed by an international jury looking for photographic 

creativity and values, particularly “photographs that draw attention to the positive 

aspects of safe and healthy workplaces”, according to competition website. 

There is a first prize of €3000 for the winning photograph, plus runner-up prizes and a 

special €1000 prize for the photo selected as a favourite by the public through an 

online poll. The deadline for submission of entries is 15th August 2009. 

http://www.osha-photocompetition.eu/ 

http://www.help-eu.com/
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/746&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/746&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.osha-photocompetition.eu/
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 EU and Russia agree to better dialogue on public health 

The EU and Russia have agreed to establish a dialogue on public health 

which aims at fostering greater cooperation on issues such as the 

monitoring and control of the spread of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and other 

infectious diseases, the promotion of healthy lifestyles to reduce 

avoidable premature mortality and strengthening surveillance and the 

cooperation on the development of common food safety standards. 

http://www.delrus.ec.europa.eu/en/news_1165.htm 

 EU Platform releases 2009 report 

The EU Platform for Action on Diet, Physical Activity and Health has released its 

2009 Annual report which presents the 2008 activities and achievements of the 

Platform members including EuroHealthNet. 

The report can be downloaded from 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/platform/do

cs/eu_platform_2009frep_en.pdf 

 Youth health initiative 

As part of its Youth Health initiative, the European Commission‟s Health & 

Consumers directorate-general has published a report which aims to give a picture of 

the situation of young people in Europe today. 

The report was requested by the Council of the EU and is one of the supporting 

documents of the commission's communication for the new youth cooperation 

framework, "An EU Strategy for Youth: Investing and Empowering". 

EuroHealthNet will be among the speakers at the event in Brussels 9-10 July to 

discuss health issues for young people 

http://ec.europa.eu/youth/news/doc/new_strategy/youth_report_final.pdf 

http://www.delrus.ec.europa.eu/en/news_1165.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/platform/docs/eu_platform_2009frep_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/platform/docs/eu_platform_2009frep_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/youth/news/doc/new_strategy/youth_report_final.pdf
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 Call for expression of interest in DG Health & Consumers 

Stakeholder Dialogue Group 

The European Commission‟s Health & Consumers directorate-general is looking to 

renew up to 10 of the members of its Stakeholder Dialogue Group (SDG), which will 

bring the total membership up to 20 individuals altogether. 

The term is 4 years non-renewable; members act in their personal capacity, and 

candidates will be selected on the basis of their overall working experience in the 

field of DG Health & Consumers consultation and participatory processes, including 

experience with influencing policy processes at EU and national level, experience in 

participating in and organising consultations and knowledge of the sort of 

organisations that DG Health & Consumers would want to engage with. 

Interested applicants are invited to submit a one-page letter explaining why they 

consider their professional background relevant to the activity of the Stakeholder 

Dialogue Group and a CV of maximum 2 pages to: SANCO-

stakeholders@ec.europa.eu 

For further information, please visit 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/sdg/index_en.htm 
 

 New EU call for tenders announced 

The European Commission‟s Executive Agency for Health and Consumers has 

launched a call for tenders in the following areas: 

• skin allergies  

• environment and health (indoor air quality, electromagnetic fields, training of 

health professionals)  

• developing public health capacity  

• exchange of organs between EU countries  

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/sdg/index_en.htm
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• implications of ageing on health-care needs  

The deadline for submission is 1 July 2009. For more information please go to: 

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/tenders.html 

3. News from Member States / Organisations 

 INPES Prevention Days 2009 a success 

Almost 1300 people took part in the “Prevention Days” event, organised by the 

French national institute for disease prevention and health education (INPES) in 

Paris. A total of 150 experts, including 35 representatives from other countries, took 

part in 9 themed workshops over two days. 

Furthermore, the establishment this month by the French National Assembly of 

Regional Health Agencies (ARS), marks an important step in defining the importance 

of health education. "It makes the therapeutic education of patients an integral part of 

management and care," said French Minister for Health and Sport Roselyne 

Bachelot-Narquin, who opened the event. 

http://www.inpes.sante.fr/ 

 Scottish Health Boards receive £36 million to combat alcohol 

misuse 

Scotland's health boards have received £36 million this year to tackle alcohol misuse, 

including work to identify and treat people suffering from alcohol problems. The 

funding forms part of a planned three-year package of £120 million to tackle alcohol 

misuse more widely, and constitutes an overall funding increase of 230 per cent 

compared to the previous period. 

Part of this year's funding will allow boards to deliver more 'brief interventions', in 

which people turning up at GP surgeries, A&E and other healthcare settings with 

problems that could be alcohol-related are asked about their intake and given advice 

on sensible drinking. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/05/13103111 

 Health Equity Week in Slovenia  

The National Institute of Public Health in Slovenia organised a „Health Equity‟ week 

from 25-29 May 2009. Amongst the activities that took place at national and regional 

level was a press conference, where the Slovenian translation of the WHO CSDH 

publication was introduced, a national Conference on Inequalities and the Social 

Determinants of Health and a European and national workshop on cross sectoral 

investment on health and health equity in Jeruzalem, Slovenia. 

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/tenders.html
http://www.inpes.sante.fr/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/05/13103111
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The aim of the national Conference was to reinforce the importance of focussing on 

inter-sectoral collaboration and health equity as a means of achieving public health 

goals. Marija Seljak, Director of the Institute of Public Health as well as Ivan Eržen, 

State secretary Ministry of Health were amongst the presenters.  

EuroHealthNet‟s Ingrid Stegeman attended the Conference, where she presented on 

the DETERMINE project, which is helping to initiate and support efforts to move 

forward action on the SDH in Slovenia.  Chris Brown from the WHO Regional Office 

for Investment for Health and Development presented on the WHO and health 

inequalities. The Slovenian region of Murska Sobota is, with WHO support, piloting 

new approaches to address the SDH and health equity.  

www.health-inequalities.eu 

4.  Other Events and Publications 
 
 

 Launch of a new award to fight child obesity 

The ECOG (European Childhood Obesity Group) and the Louis Bonduelle 

Foundation have joined forces to create a €10,000 prize to reward research work or 

public health activities aimed at combating child obesity. The Award will recognize an 

achieved or ongoing public health prevention action or research work on Nutrition or 

Eating Habits in children and adolescents. 

The main goal of the programme should be promoting a healthy nutrition and lifestyle 

and to combat obesity through clinical, psychological, sociological or epidemiological 

research or action. 

You can download the application forms from the website. The completed 

applications should be sent back by the end of June at the latest. The 2009 Prize will 

be awarded in September 2009 during the ECOG's annual conference in Dublin. 

For more information, please visit http://www.ecog-obesity.eu/ 

 

 

 Defining drinking habits and the costs to health 

The UK-based NHS Information Centre has published alcohol statistics for England 

covering consumption among both adults and school children, alcohol-related ill 

health and mortality, affordability and the cost of alcohol-related harm. 

The findings show that in 2007, 73 per cent of men and 57 per cent of women 

reported drinking an alcoholic drink on at least one day in the week prior to interview. 

http://www.health-inequalities.eu/
http://www.ecog-obesity.eu/
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13 per cent of men and 7 per cent of women reported drinking on every day in the 

previous week. In the same year, 20 per cent of school pupils aged 11 to 15 reported 

drinking alcohol in the week prior to interview; this figure is lower than 2001, when 26 

per cent of pupils reported drinking in the last week. 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-

lifestyles/alcohol/statistics-on-alcohol-england-2009-%5Bns%5D 

 

 Speak out at Sandwell Summit 

On 9-10 July the Sandwell Primary Care Trust will again stimulate thinking in the field 

of public health and equity by holding its Sandwell Health Other Economic Summit 

(SHOES) in West Bromwich, England. 

The event aims to discuss topical and sometimes controversial themes linking 

international health and economic development, and is deliberately organised as a 

contrast to more orthodox events that sometimes miss the importance of public 

health progress. 

Members of the International Collaboration on Social Determinants of Health have 

participated in the past: for example you can view the presentation by Paul Lincoln of 

the National Heart Forum on the Sandwell website. 

The event this year will feature debates stimulated by presentations by the 

Department of Health for England and Dr Anna Coote, who has been helping  gather 

together evidence on sustainable development for the Post-2010 strategic review of 

health inequalities in England. 

The event will have an international flavour and full details of how to register can be 

found on the Sandwell PCT website. 

http://www.sandwell.nhs.uk/shoes.aspx 

 

 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/alcohol/statistics-on-alcohol-england-2009-%5Bns%5D
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/health-and-lifestyles/alcohol/statistics-on-alcohol-england-2009-%5Bns%5D
http://www.sandwell.nhs.uk/shoes.aspx
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 Counting the Quitters 

The Scottish Public Health Observatory has published a report on its website which 

presents information about people who have attempted to quit smoking with the help 

of NHS smoking cessation services during 2008, including the number of people who 

were successful in quitting smoking. 

Also included in the report for the first time are statistics which show the number of 

people in 2007 who were in successful in quitting smoking based on a follow-up at 12 

months after the attempted quit date. 

http://www.scotpho.org.uk/smokingcessationstats2008/ 

 Towards better information sharing on diabetes 

The Best Information through Regional Outcomes (B.I.R.O.) Project has published 

the outcomes of the initiative in a new report which looks at attempts to build a 

common European infrastructure for standardized information exchange in diabetes 

care. The results from the project mean that the BIRO system is ready to be rolled 

out to a network of clinical units, regions, and Member States, and its development 

furthers progress towards the creation of a European Diabetes Register. 

http://eubirod.eu/home.htm 

 
 

5. Calendar of international events 

 
 

15-17.06.2009 Vilnius, Lithuania: 3rd European 
Conference on School Health 
Promotion: 'Better schools through 
health‟  
http://www.conference2009.lt/ 
 

16-17.06.2009 Kranjska Gora, Slovenia: Meeting 
on markets in European health 
systems: opportunities, challenges 
and limitations 
http://www.cef-see.org/health/ 
 

22-23.06.2009 Czech Republic: High Level 
Committee on Public Health 
http://www.eu2009.cz/event/1/860/ 
 

22-23.06.2009 Prague: Working conditions and 
social dialogue 
http://www.eu2009.cz/event/1/3569/ 
 

http://www.scotpho.org.uk/smokingcessationstats2008/
http://eubirod.eu/home.htm
http://www.conference2009.lt/
http://www.cef-see.org/health/
http://www.eu2009.cz/event/1/860/
http://www.eu2009.cz/event/1/3569/
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22-24.06.2009 Prague: 17th European Conference 
of Social Services 
http://www.eu2009.cz/event/1/869/ 
 

24-25.06.2009 Brussels: Employment Week 
conference 
http://www.employmentweek.com/ 
 

24-26.06.2009 Innsbruck, Austria: EHMA 2009 
Annual Conference: “Success in a 
Changing Market: innovation, 
funding, communication” 
http://www.ehma.org/?q=node/3 
 

09-10.07.2009 Brussels: Conference on youth 
health "Be healthy- Be yourself” 
http://ec.europa.eu/health-
eu/youth/index_en.htm 
 

10.09.2009 Brussels: Combating heart disease 
and stroke: Planning for a Healthier 
Europe 
http://www.euroheart2009.eu/ 
 

21.09.2009 Liverpool, UK: Inaugural European-
wide Healthy Stadia conference 
http://www.heartofmersey.org.uk/com
munications/?page_id=206 
 

01-04.10.2009 Bangkok: 19th International 
Congress of Nutrition 
http://www.icn2009.com/ 
 

14-16.10.2009 Rotterdam, The Netherlands: “HIA 
09 „On the move!‟” 
The 10th international HIA 
conference 
www.hia09.nl 
 

19-20.10.2009 Siena, Italy: WHO/HBSC Forum 
2009 
http://www.hbsc.org/ 
 

25-28.10.2009 Ottawa, Ontario, Canada: Health 

Equity: Our Global Responsibility 
16th Annual Canadian Conference on 
International Health 
http://www.csih.org/en/ccih/abstracts.asp 
 

 

http://www.eu2009.cz/event/1/869/
http://www.employmentweek.com/
http://www.ehma.org/?q=node/3
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/youth/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/youth/index_en.htm
http://www.euroheart2009.eu/
http://www.icn2009.com/
http://www.hia09.nl/
http://www.hbsc.org/
http://www.csih.org/en/ccih/abstracts.asp
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05-08.11.2009 Lisbon: ASPHER European 
Conference on Public Health 
http://www.epha.org/a/3287 
 

26-28.11.2009 Lodz, Poland: Second joint 
European Conference on Public 
Health (EUPHA / ASPHER) 
http://www.eupha.org/site/upcoming_
conference.php 
 

26 – 27.11.2009 Vilnius, Lithuania: “The Forgotten 
Children” conference,  addressing the 
subject of children of parents with a 
mental illness 
http://www.esha.org/modules.php?na
me=News&file=article&sid=41 
 

 

Also see our Events Calendars on www.eurohealthnet.eu and 
www.equitychannel.net for forthcoming events 
 
Please note that EuroHealthNet is not responsible for the content of 
other sites or publications mentioned in this publication. 
 
Would you like to inform other members about new publications or 
events in your organisation or country? Please send contributions 
to m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu 
 
 

EU Health Highlights is produced for the internal use of organisations, institutions, 
authorities and departments interested in health promotion, disease prevention and 
public health in the EU. It is funded only by fees paid to us. If any reader knows of 
people or bodies who might find it useful to receive Health Highlights, please do not 
copy it without our authorisation, but do send details to us at: 
m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu  . We will be pleased to make contact and offer our 
services, including a trial period. Your comments and suggestions will also be 
welcome. Thank you for your help. 

http://www.epha.org/a/3287
http://www.eupha.org/site/upcoming_conference.php
http://www.eupha.org/site/upcoming_conference.php
http://www.esha.org/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=41
http://www.esha.org/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=41
http://www.eurohealthnet.eu/
http://www.equitychannel.net/
mailto:m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu
mailto:m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu

